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“Science is simply the word we use to describe a method of organizing our curiosity.” – Tim Minchin

Course Description:
	Welcome to Middle School Science! This year, it is my hope that you learn to have a deeper wonder and appreciation for the world around you. I hope to foster your curiosity and guide you to discovering the answers to some questions about the world around you and make you eager to know more.
This year we will be incorporating knowledge from mathematics, reading, and writing into our classroom to give you a deeper understanding of our world. We are going to explore various science questions, collect hands-on data, gather evidence, analyze results, and offer conclusions to problems that have real world applications.
I will help guide you and provide you with the tools to be successful in this class. Remember, this is a team effort and you have to do your part to be successful too!

Required Daily Materials: 

Composition notebook
3-ring notebook with loose-leaf paper
Pens and pencils
Glue
Colored pencils

General Rules and Procedures
Since we are the Tigers, the school adopts the Tiger P.R.I.D.E. We will be following this acronym in my classroom as well. 

	P – positive attitude
	R – respect & responsibility
	I – integrity
	D – determination
	E – excellence

Attendance
If unexcused tardiness becomes a habit, it will be dealt with according to school policy.
Discipline
My classroom disciplinary procedures will follow those of the school handbook. The only way to resolve issues is to be sure to communicate clearly and effectively. This means that if you have a problem in my class you need to let me know as soon as possible.




Major Topics of Learning:
· All Grades
· What Is Science?
· The Nature & Process of Science
· Safety in the Science Room
· General science equipment use (dissection tools, microscopes, scales, etc.)
· Use of Labquest Technology for Lab Data Analysis
· Development of math skills within science content
· Design of Scientific Experiments
· Scientific Inquiry with Real World Application
· Annual Earth Day Celebrations
· 6th Grade
· Introduction to Mass, Matter and Its Properties + Chemical & Physical Changes 
· The Earth System and Change in Earth’s Surface Over Time
· Soil, Mineral & Rocks, Weathering & Erosion 
· Water on Earth
· Ecology  - Ecosystems, Biomes, Human-Ecosystem Interactions & Natural Resources
· Outdoor Education (Biology, Ecology & Geology)
· 7th Grade
· Earth’s Structure & Processes – Plate Tectonics, Earthquakes, Mountains & Volcanoes
· The History of Earth - Geologic Time, Extinction Events
· History of Life on Earth – Adaptations and Evolution of Species / Ecosystems Review
· Classification of living things
· Cellular Biology
· Single and multicellular organisms
· Human Biology (including Health & Disease)
· Plants and animals
· 8th Grade
· Atmosphere, Weather, and Climate
· Space Science
· Cells and Heredity – Genetics
· Energy
· Motion & Forces
· Waves, Light, and Sound
· Electricity and Magnetism
· Experimental Design
· Science Fair

Grading and Class Work Policy:
Wiggins Middle/High School is a standards-based school. All assessments will be designed with the “end in mind,” which is to show students’ mastery of the standards of that content area. Two types of assessments will be used to formulate your grade:

Formative assessments 		40% of grade

Summative assessments 		60% of grade

Students are expected to copy homework assignments into their agenda daily.
	Students will not have daily homework, so they will need to pay attention in class to make sure they know when homework is assigned and due.
· Homework assignments, projects, and due dates will be communicated to parents via the student planners and/or on the class web page: http://wigginsmsscience.weebly.com/

Grading Updates to Parents:
Weekly grades are posted at https://www.wiggins50.k12.co.us/ at the Infinite Campus Link. 

Lab Policy:
Labs in this class will be taken very seriously. You will have an opportunity to work with advanced (and expensive) laboratory equipment. Most high schools and even some colleges do not have access to this kind of technology. It is vital that you display proper usage of the equipment and pass a lab safety test before you are allowed to participate in laboratory exercises.
If you display inappropriate behavior that places yourselves or those around you in physical danger, or if your behavior creates a situation in which lab equipment could be damaged or broken during the lab, you will be given two choices:
1. Accept a zero for the lab and be removed from the classroom until the lab is finished.
2. Accept a written assignment in place of the lab while you are out of the classroom and the remainder of the class completes the lab. The writing assignment will:
a. Be on the same/similar topic as the lab
b. Have subheadings as outlined by the teacher
c. Be of a length that reflects the complexity and time spent by the class on the same lab.
If the same behavior is repeated at a later date, the same options may be made available or the determination could be made that the student is a consistent threat to those around them and needs to be removed from lab situations for the year. Upon each behavioral confrontation, you will need to retake the lab safety test in order to prove to me that you do know what you are supposed to be doing in the labs and you know how you need to behave.

Late Work Policy:
· I would like students to take responsibility for their learning in my classroom. For this reason, if an assignment is turned in one day late, there will be a 50% deduction from the assignment. If an assignment is turned in more than one day late, it will be a zero.
· Students with an extended time accommodation will be informed as to the due date of their assignments and will NOT have work counted as late unless it is turned in past their allowed extended time.

Absences:
· Please pre-arrange any and all absences if possible.
· Make-up work = the number of days absent to complete the work and will not be counted against their score on given assignments
· It is the student’s responsibility to obtain missed assignments from the absent folder in our room.
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Wiggins Middle School Science Safety Contract
2016-17

PURPOSE
Science is a hands-on class. However, science activities may have potential hazards. Safety in the science classroom is an important part of the scientific process. To ensure a safe classroom, a list of rules has been developed and is called the Science Safety Contract. These rules must be followed at all times. Additional safety instructions may be given for each activity. No student will be allowed to participate in science activities until this contract has been signed by both the student and a parent or guardian AND the student has passed a safety exam.

SAFETY RULES
1. Conduct yourself in a responsible manner at all times in the science room. Horseplay, practical jokes, and pranks will not be tolerated.
2. Follow all written and verbal instructions carefully. Ask your teacher questions if you do not understand the instructions.
3. Do not touch equipment, supplies, animals, or other materials in the science room without permission from the teacher.
4. Perform only authorized and approved experiments only when the teacher is in the room.
5. Never taste anything in the science room unless instructed to do so.
6. Keep hands away from face, eyes, and mouth while using science materials or when working with chemicals, animals, or specimens. Wash your hands with soap & water before leaving the room.
7. Wear safety glasses or goggles when instructed. Never remove safety glasses or goggles during an experiment.
8. Keep your work area and the science room neat and clean. Bring your laboratory instructions, worksheets, and writing instruments to the work area.
9. Clean all work areas and equipment at the end of the experiment. Return all equipment clean and in working order to the proper storage area unless told otherwise.
10. Follow your teacher’s instructions to dispose of any waste materials generated in an experiment.
11. Report any accident, injury, or hazardous condition to the teacher immediately.
12. Consider all chemicals used in the science room to be dangerous. Do not touch or smell any chemicals unless specifically instructed to do so.
13. Handle all animals with care and respect. 
a. Open animal cages only with permission.
b. Never handle any animals when the teacher is out of the room.
c. Do not take animals out of the science room.
d. Do not tease or handle animals roughly.
e. Keep animals away from students’ faces.
f.  Wear gloves when handling animals.
g. Report any animal bite or scratch to the teacher immediately.
14. Always carry a microscope with both hands. Hold the arm with one hand; place the other hand under the base.
15. Treat all preserved specimens and dissecting supplies with care and respect.
a. Do not remove preserved specimens from the science room.
b. Use scalpels, scissors, and other sharp instruments only as instructed.
c. Never cut any material towards you—always cut away from your body.
d. Report any cut or scratch from sharp instruments to the teacher immediately.
16. Never open storage cabinets or equipment without permission from the teacher.
17. Do not remove chemicals, equipment, supplies, or animals from the room without permission from the teacher.
18. Handle all glassware with care. Never pick up hot or broken glassware with your bare hands.
19. Use extreme caution when using any equipment in the science classroom. Never use a damaged piece of equipment. If you find a piece of damaged equipment, please inform the teacher immediately. Treat all equipment properly, as instructed by the teacher.
20. Dress properly—long hair must be tied back, no dangling jewelry, and no baggy clothing.
21. Learn where the safety equipment is located and how to use it. Know where the exits are located and what to do in case of an emergency or fire drill.


Acknowledgment of Receipt Form
MS Science Syllabus & Safety Contract

Course Title: 6th, 7th and 8th Grade Science 
AGREEMENT:

I have read and understand the class syllabus AND each of the above safety rules set forth in the safety contract. I agree to follow all rules to ensure not only my own safety but also the safety of others in the science classroom or laboratory. I also agree to follow the general rules of appropriate behavior in the classroom at all times to avoid accidents and to provide a safe learning environment for everyone. I understand that if I do not follow all the rules and safety precautions, I will not be allowed to participate in science activities.

________________________________________		________________________________________ 	
Student Name (Please print)					Date

________________________________________		
Student Signature						


Important question for parents/guardians:

Does your student have any allergies?		Yes	or	No	(Please circle one)

If so, please list them here:
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________


Dear Parent or Guardian:

We feel that you should be informed of the school’s effort to create and maintain a safe science classroom/ laboratory environment. Please read the above syllabus AND list of safety rules. NO student will be permitted to perform science activities unless this contract is signed by both the student and parent/guardian and is on file with the teacher. Your signature on this page indicates that you have read this syllabus AND the Science Safety Contract, reviewed it with your child, and are aware of the measures taken to ensure the safety of your student in the science classroom.

________________________________________		________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature					Parent/Guardian E-mail Address

________________________________________		________________________________________	
________________________________________		Date
Phone Number(s)						
My preference for contact is:
[bookmark: Check1][bookmark: Check2]|_|  Email							|_|  Phone


Please return this page completely filled out AND signed by Friday August 26, 2016 for 30 points.
Tiger P.R.I.D.E.
Positive Attitude, Respect & Responsibility, Integrity, Determination, Excellence
Tiger P.R.I.D.E.
Positive Attitude, Respect & Responsibility, Integrity, Determination, Excellence
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